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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this report is based on: 

[)<] the international application in the language in which it was filed. 

□ a translation of the international application into En glish, which is the language of a translation furnished for the 
purposes of: 

| | international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23. 1(b)) 

| | publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4(a)) 

PI international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2(a) and/or 55.3(a)) 

2 With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on 

toTh^eivingOfflce in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as originalfyfiled andarenot 

annexed to this report): 

| | the international application as originally filed/furnished 



the description: 
pages 1:12 



pages* NONE. 



pages* NONE 



_ as originally filed/fiirnished 
_ received by this Authority on , 
_ received by this Authority on . 



the claims: 
pages NONE 



pages* NONE 
pages* 14 and 15 
pages* MQNE 



as originally filed/furnished 

as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
" received by this Authority on 04 August 2005 r04.08.2005) 
_ received by this Authority on 



the drawings: 
pages 1JL 



pages* NONE 



pages* NONE 



as originally fHed/ furnished 
. received by this Authority on . 
_ received by this Authority on . 



□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence listing, 

3 Q The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

| | the description, pages 

I | the claims, Nos.. 



[ 1 the drawings, sheets/figs — ■ 

| | the sequence listing (specify): __ . 

| | any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 



4 □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and ^^^^^ 
since have been considered to gp beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 



| | the description, pages . 
D the claims, Nos._ 



£H the drawings, sheets/figs 

| | the sequence listing (specify): 

| | any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. 
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B oxNo V Reasoned statement und e^ 

applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Claims 8.10,11 



C laims 1-7,9 



_YES 
NO 



Inventive Step (IS) 
Industrial Applicability (IA) 



Claims NONE 



Claims l-ll 



_YES 
NO 



Claims 1-11 



Claims NONE 



_YES 
NO 



2. Citations and Explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Ctata. 1-7,9 h* novel* ™dc FCT Article 33(2) as being ddjW by <*^«£Z°± SSSiSSSSS!^ 

tube. With respect to claim 9, it can be construed that additional guide elements are provided in the firame, see rig 

* DrT ArHV ii. as u e inp obvious over Giantureo et al. Giantureo is explained above. 
Claim 8 lacks an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as oemg obvious . ^ ^ to ^ ^diopaque markers 

see the end of the device as they remove the stent. 

Claims 10,1 1 lack an inventive step under PCT ^cte ^^Z^^t^^™ 

tv^^^rspt'SuS W been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use a spine to join the annular segments as 
^S^^^t^^ ^uchthat it prevents foreshortening of the stent upon .mplantateon 



Applicant's remarks have been considered but are unpersuasive 
NEW CITATIONS 



with respect to the Giantureo reference. 
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CLAIMS: 

1 . A stent with a tubular support frame (2) consisting of axially 
successively following, interconnected annular segments (3, 4, 5), wherein said 
support frame (2) is surrounded on its outside by a thread (11), characterized in 
that the thread ends (12, 13) are guided via a deflection (14) from the outside into 
the support frame (2), where they are coupled by a connector (17). 

2. The stent according to Claim 1, characterized in that the deflection 
(14) is realized at least one deflection element (15, 16; 19, 20; 22, 23; 26, 27) 
provided on an annular segment (3, 4). 

3. The stent according to Claim 1 or 2, characterized in that the 
deflection (14) is formed by two deflection elements (15, 16; 19, 20; 22, 23; 26, 
27) arranged on the circumference of the support frame (2) with an interval (A) 
from one another. 

4. The stent according to Claims 1 or 2, characterized in that the 
deflection (14) is provided on an end-side annular segment (3), viewed in the 
direction of the longitudinal axis (L) of the stent. 

5. The stent according to Claims 1 or 2, characterized in that the 
deflection (14) is arranged on an inner side, facing the middle of the stent, of the 
annular segment (3). 

6 The stent according to Claims 1 or 2, characterized in that the 
deflection (14) is formed by two deflection elements (19, 20; 22, 23) of which a 
first deflection element (19; 22) is arranged on an inner side, facing the middle of 
the stent, of an annular segment (3) and that the second deflection element (20; 23) 
is arranged on an outer side of the annular segment (3). 
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7. The stent according to Claim 3, characterized in that the deflection 
(14) is formed by two deflection elements (26, 27) of which a first deflection 
element (26) is provided on the end-side annular segment (3), viewed in the 
direction of the longitudinal axis (L) of the stent, and a second deflection element 
(27) is provided on the adjacent annular segment (4). 

8. The stent according to one of the Claims 1 or 2, characterized in 
that the connector (17) consists of a material visible in x-rays. 

9. The stent according to one of Claims 1 or 2, characterized in that 
guide elements (28) are provided in the support frame (2). 

10. The stent according to one of Claims 1 or 2, characterized in that 
the annular segments (3, 4, 5) are formed by struts (6, 7) that follow one another in 
an endless, corrugated manner and that adjacent annular segments (3, 4, 9) are 
coupled by connector struts (8, 8')- 

11. The stent according to Claim 1 0, characterized in that each 
connector strut (8, 8') comprises a longitudinal section (9) running substantially 
parallel to the longitudinal axis (L) of the stent and comprises a strut section (10) 
aligned transversely to the latter and configured in a U shape or V shape. 
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